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Outside our religious texts, in the oldest layer of tamizh
sangam poetry, the gRTY, we have a song sung in praise
of a great 9vs€d king, that attests to the contours of the

land we call 9Rd.

https://twitter.com/oldkrish/status/1378186567416569861
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Purananiiru 6, Poet Karikilar sang to Pandiyan Palyakasalai
Muthukudumi Peruvaluthi, Thinai: Padan, Thurai:
Seviyarivurau, Valthiyal

May your great glory and endless fame spread to the north

of the lofty Himalayas with snow, south of fierce Kumari

river in the south, east of the ocean dug out of the earth in the
east, even below the earth rising out of the water, the earth
that is the lowest of the three-tiered universe, up to the realm
of cows!

May you be without bias, like the perfect pointer of a balance
that measures large quantities! May your abilities flourish!

You entered the countries of those who opposed you

in battles, goaded your elephants with dense spots and small
eyes to charge, took many guarded forts with green fields, and
distributed the fine ornaments you seized, according to rank.

May your umbrella bow down only when it circumambulates
the temple of the god with three eyes! May your head bend
down only when the Brahmins of four Vedas lift their hands!
May your garland wilt, assaulted by the fragrant smoke of
flames arising from the lands of your enemies!

May your anger vanish when you see your women wearing
pure jewels, their faces bright with the anger of lovers' quarrels!
O Great Kudumi who gives without limits! You who have wan
everything and never boasts about your victories!

May you live long on this earth forever, like the moon with

cool rays and the glowing sun with bright rays!

Notes: Purananudru poems 6, 9, 12, 15 and 64 were written for
this king. This is the only poem written by this poet who came
from a town named Kariyaru.

Yet another evidence of geographical continuity in the poetic imagination:
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Part of an ancient poem from the incomparably beautiful
puRanAnURu...Had done both poetic & detailed
grammatical translations. Do read!!
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Together with this geographical continuity, there was also a cultural continuity. See
how a SRIfIE poet contrasts his sentiments towards 37 & Ia heritage:

3 kings are those of a prestigious heritage while Ia9-s are harsh-tongued & ruthless
(the “Barbarian”).
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Epilog

He was born to King Uthiyan Cheral and Venmal clan queen
Nallini.

He is a king with great fame, faultless, honest words and sweet
drums.

He carved a bow symbol on the Himalayas with waterfalls, ruled
splendidly with a just scepter, the entire Thamilakam with loud
oceans

as fences. Aryan kings with esteemed greatness, great fame
and tradition,

bowed to him.

He captured the unkind, harsh-mouthed Greeks, tied their hands
in the

back, poured oil on their heads, and seized their precious
expensive jewels

and diamonds. after his great victories, gifted old towns and
helped others,

and ruined enemy kings with whom he had discord.

He was a man of great effort who instilled fear in others.

Just a few examples of a geocultural continuity. Bharata is just a name for this
continuity.
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